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amongſt the Proteſtauts of that Deno- 
mination, who not Halt a Century 


Aſſertors of the great Doctrines of 


SATISFACTION andSALVATION 


TESTAMENT. 

As, I am perſuaded, ſome who have unhappily run into 
this NRW SCHEME OT CHRISTIANITY, Which 
makes the Goſpel little more than a Syſtem of refined 


Morality, and ſo ſets it pretty much upon a Level with the 
Te A2 Writings 


HE Prevalence of Socinianiſin in 
this Age and Nation, and particularly 


ago were prevalently the moſt zealous 


REDEMPTION, PRO PITIAT ION, 
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Writings of the Pagan Philoſophers and Moraliſts, are not 
ſufficiently acquainted with, or have not duly attended to 
| | the original and proper Import of ſome Terms in the Old 
Teſtament, uſed to explain the Nature and Efficacy of the 
ſacrihcal Rites of the Moſaic Religion, and thence tranſ- 
M planted into the New 'Teſtament, and applied to the Death 
and Sacrifice of CHRIST, as the great Propitiation for 
| the Sins of Mankind ; I thought it might be of ſome Service 
4 cio elucidate and confirm the Chriſtian Doctrine, if I could 
* explain the natural Import of thoſe Terms in the Writings 
of Moſes and the Prophets, and thence juſtify their Applica. 
tion in a more eminent Senſe, to ſhew the Effects of the 
| great Chriſtian Sacrifice; as it will, I truſt, hence be evi- 
1 dent that it was the Deſign and Intention of the Spirit of 
| Gov, in the Writings of the Holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
to communicate thereby the ſame Idea, to thoſe of the 
Chriſtian Religion, reſpecting the Effects of the Sacrifice of 
the Death of CHRIST, Which the ſame Terms in the 
Old Teſtament did communicate to the HVraelite and Jewiſh, 
Nation, with Relation to the Sacrifices under the Law ; 
and the ſame which Terms of the ſame Import and Sig- 
nification, in other Languages, did give to the Pagan 
World, with reſpect to the Sacrifices they offered.  ' 
AND it is a Pleaſure to me to find, that ſome Gentlemen 
of great Learning, who have written in defence of the other 
Side of the Queſtion, and endeavoured to expunge the Doc 
trines of Redemption, Propitiation, Satisfaction, &c. out of 
the Chriſtian Scheme, yet ſeem perſuaded that the only 
Way to adjuſt our Apprehenſions upon this great and mo- 
mentous Article of our holy Religion, is accurately to aſcer- 
tain the Meaning and Application of thoſe Terms, as uſed 
in Relation to the Jewiſh and other Sacrifices: And, particu- 
larly, the very learned Author of The Scripture Doti1ine of 
Atonement examined hath profeſſedly gone in this Way, only 
with this very great and eſſential Difference from the Courſe 
of Reaſoning I have endeayour'd to proſecute ; that he, as 
55 5 1 | | well 
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and the New, in a figurative and allegorical Senſe, which I 
contend are, by the ſoveraign Appointment of the Almighty, 
uſed in a Senſe the ſame with, or plainly anologous to that in 
which they were uſed with Relation to Affairs and Occurren- 
cies frequently happening in human Lite. And here beg leave 
to acquaint my Reader, that the Book juſt mentioned did 
not come to my Knowled 

ſecond Seftion, wherein the Remarks upon that learned 
Performance would properly have come in; fo that I have 
been forced to reſume the Subject in the third Section, ſome- 
thing out of Order, to anſwer ſuch Things in that Work as 
T thought it neceſſary to obviate, for further Confirmation of 
the Argument I am endeavouring to ſupport. 


SupposING the Doctrine here aſſerted, in the Senſe it 


hath been 1 received in the Chriſtian Church for 
more than 


deniable that if wy one of the Character of a CuRISTIAN 


| MinisrTex, in explaining publicly the GospeL or CHRIST, 


and ſhewing the Benefits accruing thence to Mankind, ſhall 
omit to mention this great Benefit of Propitiation and Re- 
demption, he may be ſaid, in that Performance, not to have 
ated as becomes a MinisTER of CHRIST, or not to 
be a true Chriſtian. | 5 pls: 


Syn a Declaration as this gave immediate Occaſion to 
this Work; for having been informed that a certain neigh- 


bouring Miniſter had diſcovered, in free Converſation, a 


Diſlike to the Doctrine of Redemption, and a Perſuaſion of 
the Sufficiency of NATURAL RELIGION to recommend 
Mankind to the Divine Favour for eternal Felicity, I took 
an Occaſion to attend on his Public Service, that I might 
Cat leaſt have a Hazard to) prove whether my Informant 
had not been too ſevere in his Repreſentation of the Gen- 


A 3 tleman's 
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well as others of the ſame Way of Thinking, endeavours to- 
ſhew that thoſe Terms are uſed, both in the Old Teſtament 


ge till after I had printed off my 


eventeen Hundred Years, prove, upon impartial | 
Examination, as I truſt it will, to be of the Eſſence of 
the Chriſtian Faith and Religion, it will, I think, be un- 
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tleman's Principles; when I had the Mortification to find 
the Account too true, and that his Public Difcourſe was. 
ſuitable to the Account my Friend had given me of his 
ri vate Converſation. And as the Subject he treated on natural- 
y led him to diſcover his Sentiments on this Head, he did 


it in ſuch a Manner as gave me ſufficient Reaſon to declare, 


without reſerve, that he was not, in my Opinion, an Orthodox 
Chriſtiun; whereof, as a Vindication was demanded, I 
thought it my Duty in this public Manner to. juſtify my 
Aſſertion, and ſhew how inconſiſtent the Sermon I heard: 
was to what has been almoſt univerſally received, in the 
Church of CHRIST, for the true Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
as is before declare. , = 
Ap as on this Occaſion I have endeavoured, in the fol- 
lowing Sheets, to prove the Doctrine of Propitiation and 


Redemption to be really eſſential to the CHRISTIANITY OF 
TuE New TESTAMENT, fo I ſhall, in this Preface, take 
Occaſion to juſtify my own. Conduct, in, conforming to the 


eſtabliſhed Church; (tor which I know I have. been ſeverely 
cenſured). by ſome brief Remarks on a very remarkable Paſ- 


ſage in that Gentleman's Sermon; ;whereof I think it ne- 


ceſſary, by Way of Introduction, to give ſuch an Account 
as my Memory enables me to do; in which, tho' imperfect, I 
ſhall keep ſtrictly to Truth, and relate the Affair with im- 
partiality, and without all Prejudice, | _ 
ArrER a ſhort introductory Prayer, reading a Portion 
of Holy Writ, and ſinging a Part ot a Pſalm, the Gentle. 


man addreſſed the Almighty in a very elegant and pretty 


long Prayer, previous to his Sermon; a Prayer in my Ap- 


prehenſion ſo truly elegant, proper and regular, with reſpect 


to Senſe, Expreſſion and Connection, as I apprehend very few 
(if any one Man alive) capable of compoling and uttering 
tempore But this I can ſay of it truly, that to the beſt 


of my Obſervation and Memory, except the meer Concluſion, 


the whole Prayer might have been compoſed and uttered by 
David or Solomon, by Socrates or Plato, or any other way 
| 5 an 


The PREFACE wii 


and devout Jew or Pagan of Antiquity, who believed the 
Unity of the Deity, before the Incarnation ; or by any de- 
vout Mabometan at this Day; ſo perfectly void was the 
whole Compoſition, excepting as above, of any Thing pe- 
culiarly relating to the Chriſtian Religion. The former Part 
of the Prayer contained a very elegant Declaration of the 
Divine Perfections ot Being, Wiſdom, c. But in his En- 
largement upon theſe glorious Attributes of Gop, he took 
no Notice of their Agency, in the great Work of the 
(Redemption of the World by the Death of CHRIST. 
Particularly, in ſpeaking of the Divine Wiſdom, he never 
mentioned that Wiſdom , G'OD in a Myſtery which was 
ordained before the World, unto our Glory in the Goſpel of 
CHRIST. 1 Cor. 2. J. That Depth of the Riches of the Wiſdom Al 
and Knowledge of COD, Rom. 11, 33, which is adored by N 
the Angels in Heaven, and by the Church on Earth, as mani- i 
feſted in the Redemption of loſt and fallen Mankind, by 
the Sacrifice and Death of the Son of Gop. 


H enlarged no leſs elegantly in acknowledgment and = 
Praiſes of the Mercy and Goodneſs of Gop to Mankind, . 
in the Courſe of Nature and Providence; but not a Word, 1 
to my Remembrance or Obſervation, of the Goodneſs. and ba 


Mercy of Gop in the RepemetTioN or THE WORLD by 
our Lord FESUS CHRIST; even that tender Mercy of 
our GOD, whereby the Day-Spring from on High hath viſited 
us, to give the Knowledge of Salvation to his People, By 'THE 
RE MISSION OF THEIR OINS : Luke 1. 17, 78. Not a 
Word of that Love of Gop, which was in this manifeſted to- 


wards us, becauſe that ©O D ſent his only-begotten Son into Fi 
the World, that we might live through him. John 5. 9. Rom. 1 
F. 8, S. Not a Word of that Holineſs of Gop, which was th 
diſcovered in requiring that his only-begotten Son ſhould die jt 
as a PRoPITIATION for the Sins of Mankind, before his 4 
Mercy could, conſiſtently with the Wiſdom and Rectitude I 


of the Divine Government, thew itſelf in their Pardon and 
Salvation, In ſhort, I know not that the Name of CHRIST 
| E a Was 
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was once mentioned in the Whole Prayer, except it was (but 
I think it was not in this Prayer) that he made an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Mercy of Gop in ſending JESUS CHRIST 
to make known to us the true Religion of Nature. But I ra- 
ther think this was after the Sermon; otherwiſe I think the 
Name of CHRIST was not mentioned till the very Cloſe, 
as I ſaid before; and this Cloſe I thought not of a Piece with 
the Reſt of the Compoſition, as having a Pretence and Ap- 
earance of begging ſuch Bleſſings, and making ſuch ac- 
Ly led miegls of Mercies received from the Almighty 
THROUGH FESUS CHRIST us Lonp, as implied 
 FESUS CHRIST to ſtand in fuch a Relation between 
op and us, us he is indeed repreſented in Scripture to do, 
but ſuch as had not been mentioned or hinted at before in the 

WERE Trey. oo 7 i 0 
I had attended the Diſſenters Worſhip for many Vears after 
I became in ſome Meaſure capable of SGading and Reflec- 
tion, but never before heard ſuch a Prayer. But (not to 
_ dwell longer on this) when this was ended, the Miniſter ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to his Sermon, and gave out ſuch a Subject as 


I could have wiſhed; The Truth ſhall make you free. In treat- 


ing upon which he told us, that by Truth, in this Propofi- 
tion, was meant the Goſpel of CHRIST; and the Freedom 


this gave to Mankind was, to the beſt of my Remembrance, 


declared to conſiſt in theſe four Particulars: | | 
 Fixsr. The Goſpel, he faid, freed Mankind from the 
Bondage and Slavery they were generally before under to their 
| irregular Deſires and depraved Paſſions, by ſetting forth the 
Excellency and Rewards of Virtue and Holineſs. Life and 
Immortality being peculiarly brought to Light by the Gade „Kc. 
Tus ſecond Particular, I think, was, that the Goſpel freed 
Mankind from the Fears and Apprehenſions they were before 
under, from the wavering and uncertain Opinions, touching a 
| World to come, Sc. Ot this I have not ſo much Aſſurance 
as with Reſpect to the Reſt, It I miſrepreſent, I ask the 
Gentleman's Pardon, On 


TIR DTI, 


Turn, the Goſpel, he told us, delivered us from the 
burthenſome Rites of the Moſaic Inſtitutions, Sc. Under 
all theſe Heads the Gentleman, as I thought, ſpoke with a 
ood deal of Force and Propriety both of Reaſon and 
"4 * : But not a Word of ſuch Things as I had been wont 
to hear enlarged on from ſuch-like Texts; nothing of being 
delivered by the Goſpel Diſpenſation from the heinous Guilt 
of Sin; from the tremendous Wrath of God; from the ty- 
rannical Dominion ot our ſpiritual Enemies; and the dreadtul 
Torments of eternal Perdition, originally threatned upon diſ- 
obedience. What he ſaid under theſe Heads was very true, 
but, I N not the whole Truth, but far ſhort of the 
Extent of that Deliverance which the Goſpel gives the Notice 
of to the Children of Men. But, to atone for this Defect, he 
told us in the _. | Fil 
_ FovxTu Place, that the Goſpel delivered us from all Sub- 
jection to the Ordinances and Decrees of Men, in Matters of 
Wilton. or to this Effect. Under this Head the Orator ſeemed 
to exert the utmoſt of his Faculties; inſomuch that he appear- 
ed to me to have had this Topic principally in View, when 
he determined to treat of the Liberty wherewith CHRIS T 
hath made us free, Gal. 5. 1. 


Th 


. Unpex this Head the young Declaimer ſaid a great deal — 
to ſhew that neither Princes, nor Popes, nor Councils, nor 1 
Fathers, nor Biſhops, nor Synods, nor Parliaments, nor all 1 
together, had the leaſt Right authoritatively to preſcribe in bay 
MaTTERs or REL161oN; and for 8 71 he ſaid, he did 10 
in that public Manner PRO TES Tü againſt all „ Pre- Ky 
ſcription or Impoſition whatſoever, except the Bible ; or | 


Words to that Effect. This I thought aſſuming too much of 

the Apoſtle for one of his Years; for his Appearance to 

me was, that of a Youth ruday and of a fair Countenance. 
1 Sam. 17. 42. 1 Fu ; 

Now, as I took this to be the moſt important, and by 

much the moſt laboured Part of the Sermon, expreſt with 

great Force of Oratory, 1 my Apprehenſion, not ar 
0 | equ 
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Yudl Strength of Reaſoning ;/ having in my Book endea- 


Voured td new that the Dobtite of the Goſpdl of CHR IST 
is much more extenfive than repreſented by his Sermon, and 


the Freedom which that Diſpenſation has bleſs'd Mankind 
with, is of a different Concef ond ; 1 ſhall here beg leave bri 
to enquire into the truth of this Propoſition: That ro _— 


Earth hath Right to Preſcribe in Mathers relating to Religion, ani 


the public Worſbip of GO H. And 1 hope T al, without much 
Pains, make the Propoſition, conſidered in general, appear 1 
Talſe as this Gentleman ſeemed convinced he had i 
true. I is then, 


IN the firſt Place No power on Earth, Res the ceafir 


ol the immediate, fupertatural, infallible Guidance of t 
Holy Spirit, hath authority to inftitute new Articles of 


Faith, new Sacraments or new Rules of general moral 


8] PraKtice, which can be obli 8 y upon the 3 Church. 
With reſpect to theſe, the 


laration of the * = the 
Cloſe of the Hory BI BIE, Revel. 22. 18, 5 
a 


plied : If any Man foal add unto theſe Things, 8 0 57 or a 


#nto him the Plagues that are written in 4055 Book ; an 
any Man ſball take away frem the Words of the Book of this Pro- 


pheſy, GOD ſhall take away his Part out of the Book of Life 


and out of the holy City, and rom the things which are witli 


iu this Book. 
I Now not whether this particular Text have Relation 


to the whole Canon of the Scripture, or only to that Pre 


in particular, The learned Dr. Hmimond ſeems to favour whe 


former ; and ſays , that as this was the laſt Book aſſuredly writ- 


ten by the 75 iration of the moſt High (though there 


might 46 bnd rophets after St John, as Tuſtin Martyr ſa 
the Gift of Prophecy remained e a Jl till his T — 


Which was the former Part of the fecond Century, and not 


=o _— the Date of this Book ; yet) this Book Thould be 


and ſo the Cloſe and Seal of all] public Prophecies : 
Bir Tay, whether that be the Mears of thi e Place or 


dot, it is very 9 Fini the apy & 
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of the Rely Scripture, no Man, nor any Sct or Number of 
Men, can have Power to inſtitute as aboveſaid ; and fo ſai 

the blefled Apoſtle, Gal. 1. 8, 9, For though we (the 
inſpired Apoſtles) or even an Angel from Heaven preach any 
other Gel unto you, than that ye have received, let bim be ace 


curſed; which is, for the greater Energy, repeated in the 


following Verſe; What I jaid before, the ſame I ſay again 
If any Man preach, &c. So that it any one Man, or any 


Body of Men, ſhall aſſume to make any new Inftitution, 


as befoteſaid, as of univerſal Obligation upon the Conſcience, 
for which there is not a plain Declaration in Holy Scripture 
as a Foundation, ſuch Perſon will be liable to the Malediction 


| here denounced by the Holy Apoſtle and Prophet; and this 


1 deſire particularly to recommend to the ſerious Conſide- 
ration of ſuch as endeavour to pervert the plain Declarations 


of the New Teſtament, with reſpe&t to the Subjects treated 
on in this Book 5 as they may, I think, properly and very 


remarkably be ſaid to preach another Goſpel, which we have not 
received. Agreeable to this is what Hugo Grotius delivers upon 
this Subjeët in his Book De Imperio ſummarum Poteſtatum circa 
Sacra  < Non eſt humane poteſtatis nova condere fidei Capita, 
* 9 novos Dei cultus aut nova inſtituere Sacramenta, Ec.” 
1. e. It is not lawful tor human Authorities to make new Articles 


of Faith, ar to inflitute a new Worſhip of EO D, or new Ka- 


craments, &c. Cap. 3. No. 11, 


Box although nothing eſſential may be added to the Chriſ- 


tian Faith or Worſhip ; yet, 1 

_ SECONDLY, as beſides theſe, it is neceſſary for anſwering 
the Ends of the Chriſtian Inſtitution that Churches, as Soci- 
eties for the public Worſhip of Gov, and other Things of a 
public Nature relating to Religion, ſhould be under fome form 
of external Government, Adminiitration, or Polity, and as 


THERE IS NO FORM GIVEN IN THE New TESTAMENT, 


or DIVINE AUTHORITY AND UNIVERSAL OBLIGATION, 
as we ſhall ſee a little further on, it becomes abſolutely 
neceſſary in the Nature of Things, that the Modes of ex- 
"1 B 2 ternal 
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ternal Adminiſtration be of human Inſtitution, ſo far as the 
Circumſtances of human Nature, and the Reaſon of Things, 
will permit. 8 | „ 8 

Tur univerſal Church, like the whole World, is only 
under the immediate Direction of the Almighty ; who. alone 
by his univerſal ſuperintendence adminiſters, and alone can 
adminiſter, the Affairs of the whole World, as one great 
civil Society, and the Affairs of the Church univerſal, as one 

reat religious Society; and it is plain from Speculation and 
e that ſince the Diffuſion of the Goſpel over the 
various Empires, States and Kingdoms of the World, there 
never was, nor ever can be, amongſt Mankind, any one 
univerſal Head of the whole Church militant upon Larth, 

notwithſtanding 'the vain Pretence of the Pope of Rome to 
this exalted Character) any more than there ever was or can 
be, ſince the Diſperſion of Mankind, one univerſal ſecular 


Soveraign over all the World, conſidered as one great civil 
Society. The Reaſon hereof is clear: Becauſe ſuch an 


-univerſal Government Eccleſiaſtical is abſolutely inconſiſtent 


With that e of ſecular Governments and other different 
Circumſtances under which the different Parts of the Chriſtian 


Church is, and hath always been diſpoſed; yet each of theſe 
Parts, whether conſidered as National, Provincial, Dioceſan, 


or Parochial, or by what other Names ſoever dignified or 
diftinguiſhed, ought to be under ſuch external Oeconomy, 
or political Adminiſtration, as is neceſſary to anſwer the Ends 


of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, But it is certain this eccleſiaſtical 
Adminiſtration cannot be Soveraign, and independent of the 


civil Government of every Country, for this one plain ſelf- 


evident Reaſon, That it is inconſiſtent with the Being and 
Deſign of human Societies, that is, with the Nature of Things, 
that there ſhould be two or more ſoveraign Authorities in one 


and the ſame Society; or, if you pleaſe, in two Societies con- 


ſiſting of the ſame Perſons: Becauſe the Laws of the different 
Soveraignties might eafily ſo claſh and interfere as to render 


9a 
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Ny wonutorpevin fig xorpary trw. Hom. I. 2. And ſo ſays our very 
learned Seiden in the Preface to his Book De Syneariis et pre- 
fetturis juridicis veterum Hebreorum ; wherehe compares this to 
the Suppoſition of two Suns in the Heavens, or more Souls 


than one in the ſame human Body. And Hugo Grotius in his 


Treatiſe De Imperio, &c. mentioned before, writes thus: 
Effectus Imperij ſunt obligatio et coactio, 11 autem plures 
« effent ſummi 1mperantes poſſent eſſe imperata, contraria 
cc aut contrarietatem implicantia, Cc.“ i. e. The Efes of 
Government are obligation and coertion ; but if there might be 
more than one Sovereign Government in the ſame Society, there 
might be Laws contradictory and incon/iftent, &c. The Incon- 
ſiſtency of two independent ſoveraign Governments (as eccle- 
ſiaſtical and civil) in one and the ſame Society is, beyond 
contradiction, proved in an unexceptionable Diſſertation, by 
Way of Preface to a very obnoxious Book; I mean, The 
Rights of the Chrift ian Church. 5 | 82 
To this it may be objected, that the Chriſtian Church did, 
for more than three Hundred Vears, ſupport a Government 
within it ſelf, independent of the Civil Powers under which 
it was; which muſt in ſome Meaſure be allowed. But what 
Kind of Government was it? Why, either under the Favour 
and Conni vance of moderate, good-natured Princes, and ſo 


under their Protection: Or elſe expoſed to the ſevere Animad- 
verſions of thoſe of a different Character; the Conſequence 


whereof was, that for their conſtant Adherence to their own 
Laws, the Chriſtians ſuffered thoſe cruelties, as is related 
by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, which without the ſingular and 


extraordinary Interpoſition of the Almighty, in ſupport of his 


own Cauſe (whereby the Blood of the Martyrs became the Seed 
of the Church) would have totally deſtroyed them. And this 
is it felt a ſtrong Evidence of the Inconſiſtency of two diſtin& 
ſoveraign Governments in one and the ſame Society; and con- 
ſequently, that either the civil Affairs of every Nation muſt 


be under the ſoveraign Direction ot eccleſiaſtical Preſidents, 


which ſome contend for; or that the neceſſary Adminiſtration 
Eels 12 70 | | and 
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and Direction of ecclefiaſtical Affairs, ſo far as they are not 
determined by Divine Authority, muſt be under the Influence 

of the civil Power. © ph 66 FRAY 8 
AeREEABTIE to this is What our Saviour advances as an 
univerſal Propofition : That a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf 
cannot ſtand, and that no Aan can ſerve two Maſters. Supreme 
or ſoveraign Power can be but one. To ſuppoſe more.is plainly 
28 the Notion of Soveraignty and introducing Con- 
So that the Adminiſtration and Direction of all Things neceſ- 
fary to the well being of Society, whether of an eccleſiaſtical or 
fecular Conſideration, are neceſſarily to be under the Direction 
and Control of one and the ſame ſoveraign Power. Nor is it 
an objection hereto that civil Governors cannot be ſuppoſed 
to underſtand the Concerns of Religion ſo well as is neceſ- 
fary to enable them rightly to adminiſter ecclefiattical Af- 
fairs; for neither are Princes generally ſo well nne 
with all the Particulars of the civil or municipal Laws of 
every Community, as to be able rightly to adminiſter their 
ublie civil Intereſts ſingly, by their own Skill and Judgment; 

t the Affairs, r to civil and ſacred Admini- 
ſtration, are to be debated and ſettled by Men of Learning 
and Skill in each Profeſſion, but all under the l 05 
one and the ſame ſoveraign Power, as before ſaid. And ſo ſaith 
the learned H. Grotius, in the Book before cited, Ch. 1. 63. 
&© Et ſane eximi quicquam ab imperio ſummæ poteſtatis ratio nù lla 
* patitur.” i. e. No reafon can be given for exempting anything 
from the Adminiſtration of the ſoveraign Power. And Pan, Ch. 3, 
g. 5. © Nunc qui actus non ſunt jure imperabiles ſummæ inter 
bs . poteſtati videamus. Et conſtat eos duntaxat extra 
« jmperij jus eſſe, qui naturali aut alteri cuivis divino juri re- 
ce pugnant.“ i. e Let us now ſee what Alt ions come under the com- 
mand of the ſupreme Magiſtrate. And it is plain that thoſe Act ios 
only are not under his Authority to command, which are incon- 
fftent with the Law of Nature, or with ſome other Law of GO D. 
And to the ſame Purpoſe I might tranſcribe almoſt that whole 


Book; 


Book; which is written purpoſely in Defence of this Poſition, 
That the authoritative Admmtitration of eccleſiaſtical Polity 
neceſlarily appertains to the fupreme Power in every State. 
So that the civil Authority has a Right to inflitute whatever the 
Laws of CO D bade not plainly forbidden; or may ferbid what 
the ſame Laws bave not commanded, in purſuance of a ſincere Aim 
At the public Cod. And fo faith the holy Scripture, Rom. 4. 
15, Where there is no Law there is no Tee v. 19 5 | 
Ap here I have always taken it to be a certain Rule of 
Conduct to all Subjects: That every Member of a ſoveraign 
State or Civil Society is in Duty bound to Cod rox M to 


every Inſtitution of that State, which is not, or which (aſter 


© a ſtrict and difintereſted Examination) does net appear to be 


© cohtrary to ſome divine Precept.“ And under the Influence 


of the Truth of this Poſition only, I have endeavoured to vin- 
dicate my Conformity to the eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment of 


this Nation, contrary to the Principles of my EDUCATION; 


declaring to the Gentlemen of the Presbyterian Perſuation, and 
I now repeat the Challenge in this public Manner (to borrow 
an Expreſſion from the Gentleman I am now treating with:) 
That if they, or any of them will lay their Finger upon any 
one Action abſolutely required from me, as a Lay Commu- 
nicant with the eſtabliſned Church, which is repugnant to any 
Law of Gos, I will be a Diffenter over again. 
Hewes what the Gentleman, with ſo remarkable vehe- 
mende afferted, in his public Diſcourſe, may probably appear 
not to be of ſo much Truth or Importance as he ſeemed to re- 
preſent it. For, as to Matter of Doctrine, although nothing 


inconſiſtent with any Divine Law can bind the Conſcience in 


Point of Belief or Practice; yet Abſtracts and Formularies 
taken from the holy Scriptures and from the approved Works 
of ancient or later Writers of Chriſtian Theology, as Symbols 
7 Faith, Catechiſms, &. neceſſary for the Inſtruction of the 

oung, and ſuch are not well qualified to learn the neceſtary 


Rules of Faith and Practice, by their own Study of the holy 


FSeriptures, and other Writings; theſe, I ſay, drawn 15 by 
5 Fr Men 
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Men of approved Abilities, authoriſed thereto, after neceſſary 
Examination of their Agreement with true Doctrine, may be 
enjoined by the ſupreme Authority in every Country, as a Means 
tending to promote true Chriſtianity, and conſiſtent with every 
Law of Gop. And every ſuch Injunction hath, from the prece- 
ding Conſiderations, the Force of a Law, upon all the Subjects 
of every reſpective State or Community, under the Qualifications 
before mentioned, ſo long as it continues unrepealed. But this 
is not ſuppoſed to give ſuch Compoſitions any divine, perpetual 
Authority, but that they may be liable to AN DID DisQui- 
SITION, | Reviſal, Alteration or Correction whenſoever it 
28 appear to the ſupreme Power conducive to the public 
AN p, for the ſame Reaſon, upon the Reformation in England, 
when there was a Want of Perſons duly qualified to compoſe 
Diſcourſes for publie Inſtruction, it was very conſiſtent with 
the Laws of Heaven, that the ſoveraign Authority ſhould ap- 
point Homilies, or Diſſertations on religious Subjects, compoſed 
and approved by the Biſhops and learned Men of the Church, 
to be publicly read for the Encreaſe of Chriſtian Knowledge. 
And on this Occafion I beg leave to add, that I could wiſh, 
(for Reaſons I need not mention) there were, at this Time 
Collections made of ſuch Diſcourſes as might be of moſt general 
Uſe, as well as of ſuch as are adapted to particular Occaſions, 
from the Works of the many excellent Ezgliſh Writers of 
Theology, more agreeable to the preſent Conception and Lan- 
uage, than the old Homilies are, and appointed to be read as 
Bru ence ſhould direct, for the ſame laudable Purpoſe. This, 
I believe, might ſometimes prevent the ill Effects of the inju- 
dicious Choice of Sermons ; which, I apprehend, is ſometimes 
made by ſuch as have not ſufficient Leiſure to compoſe, or 
are too modeſt to truſt to their own Compoſitions ; TI I 
doubt not, might be lawfully done by the Appointment of the 
ſupreme Authority, without interfering with the Laws of 


Heaven, natural or revealed, 
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AND, for the like Reaſon, Forms of public Prayer, &c. 
may be, and are, very prudently and to very valuable Purpo- 
ſes appointed, by the ſame Authority, tor the Worſhip ot Gop 
in all public religious Aſſemblies : For, as public Prayers, 
Thankſgivings, Sc. cannot well, and certainly ought not to 
be compoſed ſuitable to the great Variety of particular Caſes 
and Circumſtances of Individuals, but are to be ſuited to the 
Affairs of the People in Genera), ſtated Forms appear beſt 


adapted to anſwer the Ends of public Worſhip ; as the People, 


in general, of all Orders and Capacities may, by conſtant 
Attention and frequent Repetition, attain to a competent Un- 
derſtanding of thoſe Forms, and ſo be able to offer to the 
Almighty a reaſonable Service, much better than they can do 
by endeavouring to join in new or extemporaneous Compo- 
ſitions, which it is poſſible may not always be quite correct, 
either as to Matter or Form, and too often, by Reaſon of the 
Length and Intricacy of Sentences, or for Want of proper 
Connection, or by Reaſon of ſcholaſtic Terms and Notions, 
above the Comprehenſion of vulgar Capacities, too often in- 


troduced into ſuch Compoſitions, are not eaſily intelligible to 


the common People. And conſidering the weak Apprehenſions 
of the greateſt Part of Mankind, and with how much Diffi- 
culty they are brought to underſtand even common Subjects, 
when ſpoke of in a Stile a little elevated above the vulgar 
Dialect ( which thoſe who are ordinarily converſant with 
People in low Lite are better acquainted with, than Men of 
Learning generally are) I cannot but think it a vaſt impropri- 
ety to expect that Children, Servants and others of low Edu- 
cation, as the Majority of Congregations, for the moſt Part, are, 
ſhould be able readily to join in ſuch unpremeditated Addreſſes, 
as one may ſometimes have heard, if any, except a very few, 


de qualified to do it. And indeed it is almoſt unavoidable 


but that Men of refined Erudition, to whom the Uſe of learned 
Terms is very familiar and almoſt natural, ſhould be apt to 
deliver their Thoughts, upon any Subject, in a Stile too re- 
fined for People of common Education to underſtand, er 

where 
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where they can take time, and will endeavour to conſider and 
think of Terms ſuitable to lower Capacities, to expreſs them. 
in; Which cannot well be the Caſe in extemporary Compoſitions. 
for the public Worſhip of Gop. I remember to have heard a 
diflenting Miniſter of remarkable modeſty, many Years ago, 
declare it was at leaſt one Half of his Work to digeſt Fs 
Conceptions for his public Diſcourſes into ſuch a Stile and 
Manner of Exprefſion, that they might be intelligible and 
vſetul-to his Audience. But as ex temporary, unpremeditated 
Prayers or other Compoſitions cannot have that Advantage, 
it muſt happen that, beſides other Diſadvantages, they will fre- 
quently be uttered in Terms, as before faid, not intelligible to 
the greateſt Part of ordinary Congregations, and ſo be of little 
or no Uſe to the Ends of public Worthip. And here it is 
worthy of Conſideration, that neither the Miniſter himſelf, 
tor the moſt Part, nor any of his People, can poſſibly have 
their Minds ſo conſtantly and uniformly engaged in this Method 
of public Addreſs to the Almighty, as they may in cuſtomable 
Forms of Devotion. For if I am to join in an unpremeditated 
Prayer, or one I am not acquainted with, I muſt neceffarily 
attend to take in the Whole of every Sentence, before J can 
underſtand what every Petition is, which the Miniſter is put- 
ting up; and while the Mind is in this Frame, though the 
Miviſter, who has the whole Petition ready formed in his 
Mind, may be ſuppoſed to pray, I, who am attending to what 
he is pronouncing, cannot with any Propriety, be {aid to do 
| fo, till the Sentence is completed, and then indeed I may, by 
2 quick Turn of Mind, join in the Petition, it it appears pro- 
per; but there muſt always this diſcriminating: Act of the Mind, 
concerning the Propriety of the Petition, neceſſarily precede 
my Concurrence in it. But then I am immediately to intermit 
my Devotion, and the Addreſs of my Mind to God, that I may 
attend to take in the next Sentence, which is as yet to me 
unknown, that when it ſhall be completed, underſtood and ap- 
proved, I may by a Change of mental Action, turn that Sentence 
allo into an Expreſſion of Devotion: And I affirm that g have 
eat nown 
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known where, from the Length and Intricacy of the Sentences, 
and the Slowneſs of Pronunciation, I was not able to connect 
the Ideas, ſo as to turn the Expreſſions into religious Addreſs, 
And this various and deſultory Action of the Mind, I think, is 
quite unavoidable, it one would devoutly join in any extem- 
porary Addreſs, uttered by another Perſon, to the Almighty. 
And although ſome Men perhaps may, from ſuperior Abilities 


and much practice, have the Matter of the ſeveral Parts of their 


religious Addreſs flow with that Readineſs and Eaſe into their 
Minds, a3 not to need great Intenſeneſs of Thought and Study, 
to be able to fill up the Time deſtined to that Part of religious 
Service: I have great Reaſon to believe theſe to be very tew ; 
and that the greateft Part of thoſe Gentlemen, who appear to 
pray in the public Aſſemblies ex tempore, either make uſe of 
Forms committed to Memory, as I have known ſome to do, or 
have ſuch a ſettled Order of Petitions, E9c. as comes very 
near a Form; or elſe, that their Minds are ſo much diverted 
by a neceſſary Attention to what they are to utter in ſucceſſion, 
as very much intermits and diſturbs their Devotion; ſo that 
while their Minds ſhould be actuated by the Fervour of De- 
votion in the Pronunciation of one Petition, they are neceſſarily 
engaged and diverted by the Conſideration and Compoſition of 
What is to follow. 1585 | 
Bur the Matter is vaſtly otherwiſe, when public Worſhip 
is performed by eſtabliſhed Forms: For, by familiar Uſe, the 
ſeveral Parts flow into the Mind in an eaſy Succeſſion, and our 
Devotions are carried on with an uniform Attention, and not 
broken and interrupted by ſuch various Exerciſe of Thought, 
as 1s unavoidable 1n the former Caſe. And I cannot but won- 
der that our Diſſenters in general have ſo long continued the 


Practice of ex temporary public Devotions, under ſo manifeſt 


Diſadvantages; eſpecially after the Publication of what TI 
remember to have read a great many Ycars ago, in their 
renowned Mr. BaxTer's Chriſtian Directory, in favour of e- 
ſtabliſned Forms, in his comparative Account of the two 
Methods of Divine Service. . 
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Bu r beſides the very great Advantage of eſtabliſhed Forms 
of public Devotion betore deſcribed, they have another very 
conſiderable Ground of ſuperior Efteem, viz. That as they are 
the Work ot Men publicly approved, choſen and appointed 
thereto, and who have Abilities, Leiſure and other Advan- 
tages neceſſary to make the Work as complete as poſſible, one 
may eaſily be perſuaded they will be more correct, as to Order, 
Pertinence, Gratefulneſs and Propriety, both of Matter and 
Expreſſion, than extemporary Pertormances generally can be, 
and may be ſuited to the Capacities and Abilities of all Sorts 
of People ; ſo that thoſe of the lower Attainments in Erudition, 
for whom, as being generally the much greater Number, a 
particular Regard ought to be had in all Things relating to 
the public Offices of Religion, may be enabled to offer to the 
Almighty a reaſonable Service ; which they very often, for 
Reaſons above mentioned cannot do, by attending on (tor I 
cannot call it joining in) Modes of Divine Service which they 
cannot ordinarily underſtand, | 
AnD here I think I may, without Scruple affirm, that who- 
ever will impartially and diſintereſtedly attend to and examine 
the Forms of Worſhip eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, 
will find them compoſed with ſo much Judgment, Caution and 
Propriety as to be, with a very ſmall Application, eaſily in- 
telligible to the meaneſt Capacities, and at the ſame Time fo 
full, proper and expreſſive of the religious Worſhip of Con- 
feſſion, Humiliation, Petition, Praiſe and "Thankſgiving, that 
hardly any thing better can be wiſhed for. If one could deſire 
any Alterations, it ſhould, in my Opinion, be principally in 
ſome Forms of occaſional Service; which yet are ſuch as that 
the Diſſenters generally join in them without Scruple. I cannot 
omit this Occaſion of expreſſing my very great and ſuperior e- 
ſteem of that Part of our Common Prayers called the Litany, 


or general Supplication ; which is, I think, every Way the 


fulleſt and moſt comprehenſive Form of public Addreſs to 
the Almighty that ever was compoſed, it we except the Lord's 
Prayer, which is a Part of it; and I believe if the Holy 

3 pirit 
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Spirit of the moſt High ever in later Times exerted his peculiar 
and extraordinary Influence, it was in directing and aſſiſting 
our pious Retormers in compoling the Liturgy, and particu- 
larly this moſt exalted Part of it. But after all, as we have 
no Aſſurance of this, it even this whole Liturgy, or any Part 
of it, ſhould in any future time appear to be improper, or un- 
ſuitable in Sentiment or Exprethon to the particular Circum- 
ſtances of the Church and Nation, it may, under the ſupreme 
Authority be reformed, conſiſtently with the Rules of Chriſtian 
Doctrine; that is, with the Laws of the Almighty. 

As to the external Oeconomy or Government of the Church, 


by ſeveral Orders of Men, in proper Subordination, as is eſtab- 


liſhed in the Church of England, I think it is very plain the 
ſupreme Authority hath an undoubted Right to interpoſe, and 
to inſtitute ſuch Order, in this Regard, as ſha!), upon juſt 
Deliberation, appear moſt conducive to the public Good. 

I Haves faid before, which I think will not be diſputed, 
that the Church, as a human Society, cannot ſubſiſt without 
ſocial Laws and Government, and theſe Laws muſt be under 
the Adminittratioa of ſome Perſon or Perſons appointed tor 
that Purpoſe : But there is no Form of external Adminiſtration 
can be ſaid to be of Divine Inſtitution, or to be of univerſal, 


permanent and perpetual Uſe and Obligation in the Church of 


CHRIST in all Ages and Nations ; but the ſame hath been 
from the Beginning of the Goſpel liable to, and hath actu- 
ally undergone a great many Changes, from the different Situ- 
ation and Circumſtances of the Church, in different Periods of 
Time. 


As an Inſtance hereof, I deſire it may here be noted, that 


the Order of Deacons (who, from the particular Occaſion and 


Reaſon of their Inſtitution, ſeem to be ſucceeded in our Times 


by the Overſeers of the Poor, rather than by that Order of the 
Clergy who now bear that Name 9iazovs Miniftrantes) was 
not from the Beginning, but was occaſionally appointed to 


ſerve a particular Exigence the Church was then under; and 
was not made univerſal or perpetual by any recorded Order at 


its 


1 
—_—— OE . EE >” Mr. 
ELF, => 222A GS — 


> dx" 
— . 2 


n 


| 
|. 
| 
| 


ii The PRE FACE. 


its Inſtitution or afterwards. And it may be noted, that the 
Apoſtle St. Peter, who ſeems to have had a principal Hand in 
that Appointment, does not aſſume to himſelf to inſtitute the 


Order, in conſequence of any infallible Judgment or ſupreme 


Authority reſident or vefted in him; nor as being the W ill of 
Gop, made known to him by any particular Revelation for 
that purpoſe ; but ſpeaks ot 1t only as a prudential Appointment, 
fuitable and convenient to the then preſent Circumſtances of 
the Church, 'sx ages, s Ec. It is not proper, not convenient 
than we ſhould leave the Word of GOD and ſerve (Nanoviw) at 
Tables, therefore, &c. And for the fame Reaſon divers other 
Uſages were atterwards appointed in the Church, according to 
the different Genius of Times and Places, and in Conſequence 
of different Circumſtances, which in later Times were diſuſed 
and new ones ordained. - And it is ſcarce to be imagined that 

any one Form of Adminiſtration could be made, which might 
ſerve the Church in all the different Circumſtances it was to 
be in, in different Times and different Nations. And this ſeems 
to be the moſt probable Reaſon why we find nothing of this 


Nature inſtituted in the Beginning ot the Chriftian Church; 


whereas, in the Eſtabliſhment of the Jeuiſh Religion, which 
was to be confined to one Nation, almoſt every Ceremony of 
Worſhip was particularly appointed, even to the Place where 
they were to throw the Aſhes of the Altar, and yet ſome 
Things, relating to the Places, Times and Perſons, Ec. belong- 
ing to Religion, afterwards underwent ſome Alteration, from 
the Variety of the Circumſtances of that Nation. And it is 
certain, that the Practice of the firſt and pureſt Times of the 
Chriſtian Church, as recorded in Scripture, and in general 
ScxIPTURE PRECEDENTS, as ſuch, have not the Force of 
Laws! For, it ſo, all ſuch Practices and Precedents would 


be equally and perpetually binding; which no confiderate 


Perſon will aſſert. The early Inftances of this Kind prove 
no more than that ſuch Uſages were then lawtull and conveni- 
ent, and might be ſo again (but not that they neceffarily muſt 


be made uſe of) when the Church ſhould be in the ſame 


Circumſtances 


The PREFACE. XX11T 


Circumſtances, which can only be determined by human Judg- 
ment and Diſcretion. „„ | 

I Res leave, in further Confirmation of what I am now 
upon, to mention, and a little to remark upon, a very material 
and important Apoſtolical Inſtitution. In, or about the eigh- 
teenth Year after our Lord's Aſcenſion, the famous Controverſy 


between the Jewiſh and Gentile Converts, concerning the Ne- 


ceſſity of Circumciſion, and a general Conformity to the Law 
ot Moſes, which was then agitated particularly in the Church 
at Antioch, was, by mutual Conſent, referred to the final 
Deciſion of the AposTLEs AND ET DERRS at Jeruſalem; Whoſe 
Determination was given in a very folemn and extraordinary 
Manner: Act. 15. 28. It ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to us 
to lay upon you no greater Burthen than theſe neceſſary Things, &c. 
This now, if ever any Thing of the Kind, ſeenis to have had 
all the neceſlary Qualifications of a Divine, authoritative, uni- 


verſal and perpetual Inſtitution. It was the Edict of the Council 


of the Apoſtles and Elders aſſembled at Jeruſalem, which then 


was, if any ever was, the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches; 


(her pretended Daughter and Succetior at Rome not being then 
exiſtent). It was by them declared to be made by the particular 
Appointment and Direction of the Holy Ghoſt and themſelves; 
and yet ſure it is, that ſuch of the Things, enjoined by this 
folemn Decree, as were not of natural and eternal Obligation, 
were in following Tune, when the particular Reafon of their 
Inſtitution no longer exiſted, generally diſuſed: This ſhews 
that theſe Things were (with all this Solenmity) Inſtituted only 
pro tempore, and to anſwer the Exigence of the Circumitances the 
Church was then in. And if this ſo ſolemn an Edict is not, by 
any remarkable Part of the Chriſtian Church at this Day, looked 
upon to be obligatory, as to theſe Particulars, how can we fix 
the Character of an univerſal and perpetual Law upon any 
other occaſional or prudential Practice or Iuſtitution, even of 
the earlieft and pureſt Times of the PRIMITIVE CHURCH? 
Tuls Conſideration, I think, makes it undeniably evident 
that, in all Ages, the Church in different Nations and different 


Geniufles 
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Geniuſſes of Government and Policy may (or rather muſt) 
be ditterently adminiitred, conſiſtently with the perpetual 
Preſervation of the Unity of the Chriſtian Faith; that no 
one Form of Church Government or Policy is of divine In- 
ſtitution; but that this, as well as other Things of a public 
Nature appertaining to the Good of the whole Community, 
is to be determined by the Advice and Conſultation of Men 
properly qualified and appointed, but under the ſole Autho- 
rity of the ſupreme civil Power. In confirmation ot this Hugo 
Erotius, in the Book before quoted, writes thus; “ Summe 
Poteſtatis Imperium dicimus non ad profana tantum fed ad 
© facra quoque extendi.” 1, e. We ſay that the Authority of 
the Soveraign Power extends not only to profane (common or 

civil) Affairs, but to ſacred alſo. This he proves by many 
unanſwerable Arguments, and adds what I recited betore: 
Et ſane eximi quicquam ab Imperio ſummæ Poteſtatis Ratio 
nulla patitur.“ i. e. No reaſon can be given for exempting any 
Thing from the Authority of the ſupreme Power, This He after- 
wards eJucidates thus : * Duo ſunt genera actuum Imperij 
© que ad jus Imperantis non pertinent, viz. Deo vetita jubere, 
„& Deo juſla vetare.” i. e. There are two Kinds of imperial 
Adts, which do not appertain to the governing Power, viz. to 
command what GOD hath forbidden; and to forbid what EOD 
bath commanded, And a little further on he adds: Obligant 
humana Imperia ad omnia que injuſta non ſunt.” 1. e. Human 
Soveraignties oblige to all Things which are not unjuſt. Which 
is the ſame we have before aſſerted; ſo that it is hence clear, 
as before laid down, that all Things which belong to the ex- 
_ ternal Adminiſtration of the Church of CHRIST, that is, 
the Direction of ſuch Things as neceſſarily belong to ArrAIRS 
or RELIGION, and are not eſtabliſhed by Divine Authority, 
are properly to be under the Order and Control of the ſoveraign 
Power, in every Country, where the true Religion is e- 
ſtabliſhed. . oy 
TE ſame Thing is alſo plainly aſſerted and proved, by the 
celebrated Writer and renowned Stateſman, Chancellor . 
. or ; 
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dorf; and particularly in his Introduction to the Hiſtory of 
EvuxoPe, ch. 12, where he asks this Quſtion : “ Whether, 
&« according to the Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, it be 
* abſolutely requiſite that the outward Direction or Govern- 
& ment or the ſame be committed to others, beſides Him who 
“ hath the ſupreme, civil Power in a State? Or, which is 
* much the ſame, Whether, according to the Chriſtian Doc- 
< trine, it be neceſſary that the outward Government of it be 
& lodged with the whole Body of the Clergy, or one in 
& particular, independent of the ſupreme Magiſtrate?“ And, 
in anſwer he ſays, that This Queſtion may be conſidered in 
three ſeveral Lights. (1.) Whether this neceſſarily ariſe from 
& the Nature of Religion in General, or (2.) whether from 
e the Genius of the Chriſtian Religion in particular: Or (3.) 
“Whether it be required by divine Inſtitution > That it 
c ſhould be in the firſt Way, I am,” faith he, © no Ways able 
6 to find out. For Reaſon doth not tell me, that if I intend | 
© to ſerve God I muſt of neceſſity make a Diviſion in the 
State, and thereby introduce two different Powers, inde- 
& pendent of one another. On the other Hand, it is no Ways 
, contrary to Reaſon to ſerve Gop, and at the ſame time to 
© leave the ſupreme Direction of the outward Matters, be- 
“ longing to divine Service, to thoſe who have the ſupreme 
© Power in the State.” And a little further on he adds: 
ce Tt cannot be denied, that as every one is bound by Nature 
& to sERVE God; ſo allo is it at the ſame Time in his Power 
<« to perform the outward Ceremonies of Religion in ſuch a 
Manner as he believes moſt pleaſing to Gop.” This na- 

tural Right of every one to judge of and chooſe the Manner of 
his paying his Homage to the moſt High, is what I have often 
heard alledged by the Diſſenters as the moſt indubitable and 
UNALTERABLE Right of every Man. Whereas, as I have 
before proved, this is one of thoſe 'Things which is not de- 
_ termined by any natural or revealed Law, which the Almighty 
hath given to Mankind ; and, conſequently, whenever 1t comes 
to have, or to appear to have a neceſſary Ingrediency in the 
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public Advantage of Societies, it neceſſarily (ltke other Things 
originally indifferent) comes under the Determination of the 
ſupreme Power. Every Man has, by Nature, a Right to build 
— Houſe or _— his Ground in ſuch a rural as 3 _— 
t (not injuring others ;) yet no one queſtions but, for ic 
Utility * e he may be obliged, by the cl Co. 
vernment, to build in a particular Form, and to cut his 
Hedges to a determinate Height, c. And ſo proceeds the laſt 
mention'd great Writer, thus : After that civil Societies 
* were inſtituted, that ſame Power (of determining what Ce- 
4 remonies of Religious Service ſhall be deemed moſt plea- 
© ſing to Gon) is thereby devolved upon thoſe who have 
* the ſupreme Adminiftration of Affairs in a Society.” And 
again: The moſt ancient Fathers, who did not live under 
any regular Government, exerciſed this Power in their 
© Families: But, when civil Societies were inflituted, the 
& ſame Power was transferr'd to the Heads of thoſe Societies; 
“ and that for the Reaſon. alledged before, viz. For avoiding 
<© the ſetting up two independent Soveraignties in the ſame 
& State.” And 59 Bi 
(.) Her ſays, © Neither can any Reaſon be alledged 
& why the Chriſtian Religion in particular ſhould imply a 
“ Neceſſity, that the above mentioned Direction ſhould: be 
© committed to any other than the ſupreme Magiſtrate.“ And 
(3) © Wu TRHER there be ſuch a Command in the Holy 
& Scriptures, which forbids Soveraigns to intermeddle with 
© this Direction, and aſſigns the ſame to others, in the higheſt 
„Degree of Soveraignty, thoſe are obliged to prove, who 
© endeavour: to maintain this Aſſertion.' And J add, they will: 
find it a very difficult, or rather impoſſible Undertaking. 
Tunis great Writer, for further Elucidation ſaith, that 
“ Becauſe: the ſecular Sovera igns, at the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of the Chriſtian Religion, did not concern themſelves: for 
© its Welfare, the Chriſtians did, without their Direction, 
©. contrive: for the Support of their Religion as well as they 
“ could; But,” he ſays, it is a Miſtake to 9 
| ; . ence 
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« thence, that in Chriſtian Countries the outward Govern- 
© ment of Religion does not (as other 'Things of common 
© Concern) belong to the Adminiſtration of the ſupreme 
„ civil Power.” | 75 85 

Ax, as a Concluſion of this Argument, which he handles 
retty fully, he ſays: © From what bath been ſaid, this 


* Concluſion may be made” (agreeable to what I laid down 


before) © That the Practice of the primitive Church, as to this 
< Point of outward Church Government, is not to be made a 
<< perpetual and univerſal Rule in a State, which is under the 
© Juriſdiftion of an orthodox Chriſtian Magittrate.” And I 
add, it the Magiſtrate be accuſed of not being orthodox iu 
his Adminiftration, it belongs to thoſe who alledge this as 
a Reaſon for their Non-compliance with his Regulations, to 
ſhew their Inconſiſtence with ſome Divine Law. That is, as 
Crotius Writes as before cited; that he doth either“ ſuſſa 
„Dei vetare, or Deo vetita jubere ;” i. e. Either forbid ſome- 
© thing which GOD hath commanded, or command ſomething 
which He bath forbidden. 5 : Wo” 
Tris learned Author, it muſt be owned, maintains this 
Argument particularly in Oppoſition to the popiſh tyrannical 
Ulurpation ; but the Proofs clearly ariſe from, and are built 
upon univerſal Principles, and ſhould be of the greater Weight, 
eſpecially with Proteſtants, as the ſame Author ſhews that 
_ Popith Tyranny is entirely eſtabliſhed upon this abſurd Suppoſi- 
tion of the Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtration being Soveraign, and 
independent on the civil Government. What he ſays is viſibly 
true, and ſhould therefore be allowed its full Weight with all 
who proteſs to Proteſt againſt the Impoſition and Tyranny of 
the Church of Rome. 
Taz very great and learned Calvin maintains the ſame 
Thing ; whoſe Arguments I have not room here to tranſcribe. 
W hoever hath a Mind may find them in the three or four firſt 
Chapters of his fourth Book of Inſtitutions ; where he largely 
inſiſts, that no Pretence of greater Purity of Adminiftration, 
_ ſuperior Edification, or any other of the Arguments uſually 
D 2 alledged 
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alledged in Vindication of Non- conformity are ſufficient to 
juſtity a Diſſent or Separation from the Church eftabliſhed, 
«© where the Word of Gop is truly preached, and the Sa- 
ce craments duly adminiſtred. N 


Ou learned Hooker, in his Eccleſaſtical Polity, ſays much 
the ſame Thing; declaring againſt the Suppoſition of the 


particular Divine Authority of any one Scheme of Ecclefiafti- 
cal Polity or Adminiſtration ; and aſſerting that all of that 
Kind ariſes only from the genera] Obligation we are under, 


from Nature and Revelation, to be obedient to the Laws of 


thoſe Societies to which we belong. 
Hence we may, With Sorrow, refle& upon the Impropri- 
ety, Unreaſcnableneſs and Folly of thoſe many Debates which 


diſtracted this Church and Nation ſince the Reformation, and 


more particularly ſince the Reſtoration, to the Diverſion of 


that religious Zeal, whoſe ſole Object ſhould have been the 


Cultivation and Eſtabliſhment of true Chriſtianity in Faith 
and Practice, after Times of ſo much Wickedneſs and Con- 
fuſion, to furious and fruitleſs Quarrels about a meer Chimera, 
an Ens Rationis, a Nullity— the Divine Authority of this or 
that Mode of Ecclefiaſtical Order and Adminiſtration. It is 
very plain, from what we have here noted, that both Sides 
were very zealouſly arguing themſelves into the Poſſeſſion of 
What neither had the leaſt Shadow of original Claim to, and 


What had really no Exiſtence. 


As the Chriſtian Religion was to be the Religion of Man- 
kind, and conſequently was to be eſtabliſhed in Ages and 
Nations very differen in Exiſtence and Circumſtances, the 
external Form of the Adminiſtration of Churches (which hath 
apparently not a great deal to do with true Chriſtianity) was 
left by the great Redeemer undetermined. And ſure it is, that 
wherever a due Regard is had to the Eſſentials and Vitals of 
Chriſtianity, a pure and unfeigned Faith, with univerſal Ho- 


lineſs of Life, in Humility, Sincerity, Piety and Charity, it 


could be no difficult Matter to inſtitute a Form of external 
Oeconomy, conſiſtent with and promotive of the general Ends 
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of Chriſtianity, and ſuited to the particular Circumſtances of 
every Age and Nation. EL 

I FxEELY own, that although I believe the Eftabliſhment 
of our Church to be the Beſt that ever was in any Nation, 
ſince our Saviour's Time, for obtaining the Ends of Chriſti- 
anity, which the Paſſions and Vices of Men are apt to deprave, 
yet I don't ſee but that other Forms of Oeconomy, parti- 
cularly the Presbyterianiſm of Scotland, might, amongſt a 
People generally under the Influence of the Virtues before 
mentioned, pretty well anſwer the ſame Ends. 

Ir is very plain, that the Chriſtian Religion, added to the 
Light of natural Reaſon, appoints the Almighty to be wor- 
ſhiped in Spirit and in 'Truth ; but has no where appointed the 
particular Modes and Ceremonies of that Worſhip. The In- 
ſtitution of Churches, as ſuch, is chiefly to regulate thele ; 
and the different Apprehenſions of Men, too much under the 
Influence of Ignorance, Pride and Avarice, have been the 


Occaſion of great and miſchievous Quarrels and Diſputes vpon 


this Subject, which, by a difintereſted Attention to public 
Utility, might have been, without much Difficulty, avoided 


or remedied, For Inftance: Of what great Moment is it 
Whether thoſe, who by Office preſide in Religious Aſſemblies, 


appear in their Office clad in white, or black, or red, or any 
other Colour, or whether their Veſtments be of this or that Cut 
or Shape? And as there is no original] Excellence or Virtue in 
any one of theſe Differences, what can hinder but that the 
ſupreme civil Magiſtrate or Magiſtracy, whoſe Office it is to 
regulate Things of an indifferent Nature, for the Peace and 
Convenience of the Public, may, by his Authority, ordain 
that which, on Conſideration and Advice, ſhall be judged beſt, 
to be of general Uſe? And, in particular may appoint that 


he who reads the public Service ſhou'd be veſted in white, and 


he who ſtands to inſtruct the People appear in black, without 


aſcribing any Sanctity or Divine Authority to either, and with- 
out believing that the Prayers or Inſtructions receive any effi- 


cacy from the different Habit of the Miniſter, But, as the 
1 HIT Weakneſs 
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Weakneſs of many People is [prone to imagine Excellencies 
in meer Diſtinctions, it is neceſſary to prevent the ill Conſe- 
quence which might ſpring from ſuch Weakneſs, by fixing 
all ſuch Ceremonies. | 06-20 
- SveyPosING the People in General acquainted with the 
proper Import of all, or the greateſt Part of the Words in 
any vulgar Language ; tho' on ſome Accounts, before men- 
tioned, ſet Forms tor public Prayers would ftill be much 
more eligible; yet Prayers compoſed with a perpetual Vari- 
ety of Ex preſſion might, perhaps, pretty well anſwer the Ends 
of Liturgy (as ſome Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment chooſe to 
cloſe their Sermon with a ſuitable Prayer of their own Com- 
poſition, eſpecially if one could any how obtain a previous 
Aſſurance there ſhou'd not, from Ignorance or Pride, Whim 
or Obſtinancy, be any Mixture ot Things improper to be 
offered in Devotion to the moſt High. But, as Experience 
proves, that on this Account People are apt to divide into 


Factions, I think, for the Ends of Unity and Order, as well 


as for other Reaſons before hinted, eſtabliſned Forms of Devoe 
tion are very prudently appointed for public Worſhip. _ 
Ir all in holy Orders were as well ſecured from Error, and as 
much of one Heart and one Mind as the Apoſtles and Presbyters 
In the primitive Church were, there would be no great Hazard 
from a Parity of Influence and Authority amongf Miniſters, 
But, as Tgnorance, Error and finifter Views are Ingredient in 
too many particular Characters, it ſeems quite neceſſary the 
Church ſhou'd be, as much as poſſible, ſecured from the ill 
Effects of fuch Depravity, by the Eftabliſhment of a proper 
Subordination, that the Conduct and particular Actions of all 
may be ultimately liable to the Review, Cenſure and Ani- 
mad verſions of a Few of diſtinguiſned Excellence in the 
Church. And I cannot but think that the more it thall pleaſe 
the Almighty, who hath the Spirits of all ander bis Rule 
and Governance, to diſpoſe and turn the Hearts of the great 
Men, in Church and State, ſo to ſettle the Diſpenfation of the 
public Favours, Rewards and Emoluments, for the Encourage- 
Vo IF | ment, 
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ment of diſtinguiſhed Learning, Virtue and Piety, as may 
beſt promote a general Emulation with Reſpect to thoſe 
ualifications, which are of the greateſt Importance, and moſt 


eſſentially neceflary for the Edification of the Church in Faith 
and every Chriſtian Grace, the eaſier and more Obvious will 


the Settlement of the external Oeconomy of the Church al- 
ways be. And, I am perſuaded, that upon the general Preva- 
lende of ſuch a Diſpoſition, our preſent Eſtabliſhment would 
be troubled with very tew Difienters: And though there 
will always be room, and ſhould always be Encouragement 
for CAN DID DisqQuisITIons and Improvements, to which 
all human Compoſitions always were, and always will be 
liable; yet a very few, with Reſpect to our Liturgy and 
Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, would, I am convinced, be found 


. neceflary. And I cannot imagine what Objection, in Reaſon 
or Religion, can be made againſt ſuch prudential Altera- 


tions as may at any Time appear neceſſary or advantageous, 


being confirmed and made public by the Authority of the 


ſupreme Power in every State. 


Ap here I cannot but think, that although a Toleration, 


that is, an Exemption from Puniſhment (for ſuch as may poſſi- 


bly think an Obedience to any public Inſtitution inconſiſtent 


with their Duty to the moſt High, from any Law or Inter- 


pretation of any Law they are, or may apprehend them 


ſelves to be under) be quite Agreeable to the Genius and Spirit 


of Chriſtianity; yet that this Toleration can by no Means 


excuſe or leſſen the Obligation of any to Conformity with all 


018 Inſtitutions, where no reaſonable Ground for Scruple can 


ſhewn. And that every one who hath a Scruple ought, 


with a Calmneſs and Humility ſuitable to the Spirit of the 


Goſpel, to declare ſuch Scruple, and: endeavour to obtain 


Satisfaction. For as the Chriſtian Religion enjoins every one 
of its Votaries to be always ready to give a Reaſon: (fro 
eg anoyiav).of the Hope that is in him, with Meakneſs and 


Fear; ſo if Perſons, with the ſame Meekneſs and Fear would 


propoſe their Scruples, with a real Deſire of Satislaction, we 


ſhould, 
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ſhould, I verily believe, have very few reaſoning Diſſenters. 


And I am firmly perſuaded, that where one Diffents from a 
real invincible Scruple, touching the lawfulneſs of any en- 
joined Terms of Communion, Hundreds do it from Reaſons 


(or Cauſes) not near ſo juſtifiable : Perhaps ſome may do it 


from an obſtinate, undebated Prejudice, or from Intereſt, or 
from a Deſire of becoming of more Importance by being Mem- 
bers of a ſmaller Society, than their Characters or Circumſtan- 
ces will allow them to be of amongſt the Body of Citizens, 


or even from a Spirit of Oppoſition, or of Cenſoriouſneſs. As 


this laſt, 1 have Reaſon to apprehend, has too much Influence, 
even with ſome who are not ſufficiently aware of the Motive, 
I beg leave to fay a little more upon it, and to ſhew how bad 
a Reaſon it is for making a Breach, Divition or Hereſy (dige) 
in the Church. LW 

THE Duties of religious Worſhip, whether of the Cloſet, 


Family, or Church, as they have a more immediate Relation 


to Gop as their principal Object and End, have in all Ages 


been conſidered by a great Part of Mankind as being of a 


higher Value, importance and Merit than the Duties of Mo- 
rality, notwithſtanding the Almighty hath, both trom the 
Nature of 'Things and the Light of Revelation, made the 
Contrary evident, and that the poſitive Inſtitutions of Reli- 
gion are only ſo far ſerviceable and to be eſteemed, as they 
procure a greater Regard to be paid to the eternal Obligati= 
ons of Morality. Unto the Wicked GOD ſaith, What haſt 
thou to do to declare my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt take my 
Covenant in "7 Mouth, Pſ. 50. 16. And J. 1. 11,-—1s, 


To what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me, ſaith 
the Lord. I delight not in the Blood of Bullocks, &c. Your new 


Moons and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, &c. And at 


the 16 Verſe he tells what it is he requireth, Waſp you, make 


you clean; put away the Evil of your Doings from before mine 
£yes - Gab, to do Evil, learn to do well, &r | 
is moſt elegantly explained by the Prophet Micah, ch. 6. 6, 
7, 8. Yet, I ſay, tho' this is fo plain, it has been a r 
r ; ent 


And the ſame 
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lent Error, amongſt the greater Part of Mankind, to put a 


ſuperior Value upon the Punctuality of religious Performances, 
to the moſt conſcientious Regard to Righteouſneſs, Truth 
and Charity: And theſe gloomy Saints have affected, in many 
Times and Places, to ſeparate themſelves from the Reſt of 
Mankind into excluſive Societies, as thoſe mentioned in the 


Beginning of the 65th Chapter of aiah; who attending upon 


many ſuperſtitious Rites, under the Notion of religious Im- 
provements, did, for that Reaſon, treat others, who were con- 


tent to be found in the plain Paths of Righteouſneſs and the e- 


{tablithed Religion, with a Hand by thyſelf, come not near me, I 


am holier than thou. And our Saviour repreſents the Scribes and 
Phariſees as under the Influence of the ſame Sentiments. A con- 


{cientious Regard to the Offices of Religion, as appointed by 
Gop, is certainly a very eſſential Part of human Duty and 
Obligation, as the ſame ariſes from the Laws of Nature, and is 
one, and a very principal Part of the eternal Obligations of Mo- 
rality, as it hath a natural Tendency to enforce the Conſidera- 
tion of the Divine Authority for the Practice of univerſal Vir- 


tue; which is the higheſt Improvement of human Nature: But 


wherever the Duties of Religion are ſeparated from this Con- 
ſideration, and looked upon as original Excellencies and Quali- 
fications for the Divine Favour, ſuperior to moral Purity, 
ſubſtituting the Means for the End, they then become odious 
to Gop and good Men; and ſuch Diſtinctions are a very poor 
Pretence of Reaſon for Separation from the eſtabliſhed Church. 

THis is what not many, even of the Saints, care publicly 
to deny ; but yet, the ſuperior Regard paid to a ſcrupulous 
Obſervance and Performance of Rericious Durirs, and 
the great Account generally made of particular Perſons 
who are famous this Way, without any Pretenſions to a 
diſtinguiſhed excellence in regard of 'Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
Humility and Charity, gives one a ſtrong Reaſon to believe 
there is a falſe and ſuperſtitious Regard paid to ſuch ob- 
ſervances. And I think it very plain that ſome, who diſtin- 


guith themſelves this Way, are habitually under a Perſuaſion 


that theſe religious Perfor ma*ces are even ſufficient to 1 80 
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for Actions not quite conſiſtent with moral Righteouſneſs, 


which they viſibly indulge, ſtraining and wire-drawing the 
Laws of Juſtice and Equity to patronize paJpable Iniquity ; 
and that a ſcrupulous tithing of Mint, Aniſe and Cummin will 
atone for the Neglect of Judgment, Mercy and Fidelity. But 
this is a Subject not to be proſecuted too particularly, pee. 
ally in this Place. | 
THrtke are, I know, ſome Reaſons urged in Vindication 


of Non-conformity, grounded on what affects only the 


Miniſters of that Intereſt and Communion, which might per- 
haps appear worthy of ſome conſideration, upon Suppoſition 
that any thing of general Concern in the eſtabliſhed Church 
had been, or could be, proved to be inconſiſtent with the 
Will of Gop, made known to Mankind, either by the Light 
of Nature, or by politive Revelation or Inſtitution : -But as 


we have before ſhewn that there is nothing in the Chriſtian 


Religion to be pleaded in barr of the Right of the ſupreme 
civil Power's appointing, for the external Government of the 
Chriſtian Church in every Nation, what ſhall, upon mature 
Deliberation, appear moſt conducive to the general Ends of 


public religious Worſhip, or to the particular Deſign of the 


Chriſtian Conſtitution ; and as we have, I hope unexceptio. 
nably, proved, that in the Conſtitution and Government of the 

Church of England there is no ſuch Inconſiſtency, but that 
all her Inſtitutions have ſo direct a tendency to promote and 


Preſerve Peace and Unity, Order and Decency, Holineſs and 


Piety, agreeable to the Spirit and Precepts of the Goſpel ; that 
hardly any Alteration can reaſonably be wiſhed tor, nothing 


being required from the People in general, which can be 


charged with the leaſt Appearance of Inconfiftency with 
any Law of Gop ; and as we have ſtill further made it ma- 
nifeſt, that the eccleſiaſtical Inſtitutions of this Nation are 


much better adapted to anſwer the Ends of aeg Religious 


W orſhip, than the looſe, undetermined Methods uſed in the 
religious Aſſemblies of the Diſſenters; it neceſſarily follows 


that there is no Neceſſity of thoſe ſeparate Churches, and, 


conſequently, any perſonal Difficulties thoſe Gy, 
| | | Who 
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who are Miniſters of ſuch ſeparate Communions, may ap- 
prehend themſelves to be under, cannot reaſonably appear 
worthy of much diftinet Conſideration in this Place, it be- 
ing clear from the Premiſes, that it can be but of very ſmall 
Importance to the public Utility, that there ſhould be a Diſ- 
ſenting Minifter at all. Minitters, under the Character here 
ſpoken of, are meerly for the Service of Churches, to prelide 
in their public Offices of Religion: But if there be no 
ſolid Reaſon for any Neceſſity of ſuch ſeparate Diſſenting 
Churches, as we have I think clearly evinced, their Miniſters 
become equally unneceffary, and conſequently their Com- 
plaints of very little Importance. £4 
Ir is certainly quite agreeable to human Prudence, that no 
one be admitted a Meinber of any Society, without a pre- 
vious Aſſurance of the Agreeableneſs of his Principles and 
Apprehenſions with the eftabliſhed Laws of the Society: 
And eſpecially it is neceflary that ſuch as are to bear a prin- 
Cipal Part in the Adminiftration of the public Affairs thereof, 
ſhould give fuch Aſſurance of the Agreeableneſs of their Ap- 
prehenſions, as well as of their Fidelity in Diſcharge of ſuch N 
public Offices as they ſhall be admitted to. And if any thing | 
in the Aſſurance required be complained of as diſagreeable | 
to the Apprehenſions of the Perſon deſir ing to be ſo admitted, | 
he hath an eaſ bee at Hand; and there is no Need the 
Society ſhould recede from her eſtabliſhed Rules, in Com- 
laiſance to ſuch Complaints, while there is no Want of | 
Boks ſufficiently . e to fill and diſcharge ſuch Offices, 
without any troubleſome Remonſtrances about the Terms 
of Admittance. 5 
Bur, as we have before obſerved, that all human Inſti- 
tutions are liable to Incorrectneſs, and may require Alterati- 
on and Improvement ; if it ſhall at any Time be publicly 
made appear, that there is any Thing required in ſuch 
Admiſſions which is inconſiſtent with the Laws or TRU Tn 
AND RIGHT EOUSNES0S, as the Diſſenters complain, I hope 
ſuch Regulation will be made as may convince the WorrDp 
that thoſs who are intruſted with the Adminiſtration of ec- 
5h cleſiaſtical 
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cleſiaſtical Affairs, are under the ſtrongeſt Influences of Truth 
and the general Rights of Mankind, and will uſe their honeſt 
Endeavour that every Thing, in the Collation of both Offi- 
ces and Rewards, ſhall be adminiſtred ſo as to promote, as 
much as poſſible, the Intereſts of true Religion, Piety and 
Learning; that is, ſo as the moſt effeQually to cultivate and 
eſtabliſh THE RicuTs AND PRIVILEOES OF A FREE PEOPLE, 
and particularly the flouriſhing Eſtate of true Chriſtianity, 
in this Nation: As hardly any thing can be juſtly efteemed a 
greater Blemiſh to any public ecclęſiaſtical Etabliſhment, than to 
require any Thing as a Condition of Admittance, of- Perſons duly 
qualified, into ſacred Offices, which is evidently incon/iſtent with 
Thoſe original and fundamental Principles. N 


Tuvs I have written a brief Apology to the Diſſenters 
for my leaving their Communion ; whereof I gave my Fa- 
ther an Abſtraft, at his Command, at the Time ot my Confor- 
mity, and would then have made the ſame Public, had it 
been required. But as that was not then done, I thought 
fit to embrace this Opportunity ſo fairly offered me of pub- 
liſhing this ſhort (but I hope clear) Explication of the Rea- 
ſons which influenced my Conduct. He 
Inv ſhewn that every Member of a public, ſoveraign 
Society is obliged to conform to the authoritative Inſtituti- 
ons of that Society, and that nothing can excuſe that Con. 
formity but a real or apprehended Inconſiſtency of thoſe 
Inſtitutions with the Laws of Gop. And I hope it will 
appear that the . eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions of this Realm 
_ enjoin nothing to me, a Lay-communicant, which can be 
charged as being inconſiſtent with any Law of Gop, na- 
tural or revealed. | VV l 
Bur I remember to have had very often inculcated upon 
me, during my younger Vears, this Propoſition, as of un- 
deniable Truth, and of very great Importance: That no- 
thing ought to be admitted into the Worſhip of C O D, but what 
hath the Sanftion of a poſitive divine Inſtitution. And I Was 
often put in Mind of the dreadful Declaration of the Al. 
e mighty 
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mighty's Diſpleaſure againſt Nadab and Abibu for AC | 


ftrange Fire before the Lord (not which he had forbidden, but 
which he bad not commanded. And was made hence to appre- 
hend, that as the Ceremonies of our public Worſhip have 


no Pretence to divine Inſtitution, they ought to be conſidered 


as Depravations, and even Profanations of that pure, ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip, which we, as Chriftians, are to pay to the 
- moſt High. And that conſequently it was an indiſpenſible 


Duty rather to ſuffer Perſecution for Non-conformity (as 
many had then lately done, and in particular my very faith- 
ful. and pious Monitor) than conform to thoſe Injuncti- 
ons ; eſpecially as it was then, as now, almoſt univerſally 
believed amongſt the Diſſenters, that the civil Power hath 


no Right to intermeddle with Affairs of Religion. This is 


preg the Grounds of Non-Conformity in the ftrongeſt 


ight; and I doubt not this Conlideration hath had a great 


Influence upon many others, as it had upon me tor many 
Years. But I apprehend every diſpaſſionate and conſiderate 
Reader will find all this awful Repreſentation, with Re- 


ſpect to the Ceremonies and Government of the Church of 


England, quite ſet aſide by the preceding Reaſoning. 


I Beroxt obſerved, that the Religion of Moſes was to be 


the peculiar Religion. of the [/rae/itih Nation, and for that 


Reaſon every individual Ceremony was peculiarly enjoined 


ſuitably to the Circumſtances of a peculiar People: And as 


there was not a very wide Difference betwixt the Externals of 


this Scheme, and thoſe of a great many of the Pagan Rites ; 
had the People of I/rae] been allowed to make the leaſt Altera- 
tions, at their Pleaſure, in theſe Inftitutions, they might by 


Degrees have eaſily {liden into a Conformity with the Religi- 


ons of the Nations round about them ; to which they had a 


ſurpriſing Proneneſs; and from which it was the deelared 


- 


Intention of the Almighty, for wiſe Ends of his Council and 


Providence to reftrain them. 
Bur this Reaſon is quite of no Importance in the Chriſtian 


Religion, which was from the Beginning deſigned to be 


the Religion of all Mankind, and thereſore not limited to 
4 | | any 
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any one Set of Mode or external Adminiſtration, which 
might have been unſuitable to ſome Circumſtance the Churc 
in various Ages and different Nations might very probably be 
under: But meerly the eſſentials of the Religion were laid 
down, as the general unalterable Baſis for every neceſlary 
eccleſiaſtical Regulation to be built upon, fuitably to the 
different eventual Circumſtances of different Ages and Na- 
tions. And conſequently the Terror of the Almighty's Judg- 
ment upon Nadab and Abihu for offering ftrange Fire before the 
Lord, which he had not commanded, has nothing to do with 
the Chriſtian Scheme, except with Reſpect to thoſe who 
$0 about to make Alterations in the Eſſentials of Chriſtian 
Doctrine, inſtituted by CHRIST and his Apoſtles; and with 
Regard to fuch | think that Paſſage of ſacred Hiſtory ought to 
be conſidered as of very great Moment and Importance. 
 Trrere were in the early and in the latter Ages of Chriſ- 
tianity ſundry Obſervations, ſuitable to the different Circum- 
ſtances of the Church, univerſally practiſed, without the 


leaſt Scruple, for which none could pretend the Authority of 


a divine Inftitution” © —_ 895 
Tur Chriſtian Sabbath is ſuch a one, which hath in all 
Ages of Chriſtianity been obſerved as ſacred to the public 


Worſhip of Gop; yet is no where appointed in the New 


Teſtament, nor is eftabliſhed upon any Authority, but pri- 
mitive Practice, which we have ſhewn not to have the 
Force of a Law. 38 . Mr Win! 
_ Even the building of Churches for the uſe of religious 
Aſſemblies had no divine Authority under the Goſpel, the 
Diſciples being wont in the moſt primitive Times to aſſem- 
ble in private None nor are there many Inſtances recorded 


of building Churches, before the Days of Couſtantine the 


Great. Vet we find that religious Emperor made no Scru- 
ple of Erecting pompous Edifices, nor the Chriſtians of uſing 


them for that Purpoſe. 105 
Pu Baptiſm of Infants, though no where appointed in 
the New Teſtament, yet has been generally practiſed, from 


my 


the early Ages, without Scruple, as being agreeable to the 
1 8 . 5 Reaſon 
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Reaſon of the Inſtitution. of that Rite; and thoſe few who 
in latter Times have made a Scruple and Schiſm on that 
Account, allege principally in their Vindication the Want 
of ſuch Inſtitution, and yet, in other particulars make ſhiſt 
without it; and they cannot deny but that Chriſtian Infants. 
are as capable of becoming Parties in the Chriſtian Covenant, 
and receiving the Benefits thereof, as thoſe of J1ſracl were, 
with Reſpect to their religious National Covenant, into- 
which they were expreſly admitted. See Deut. 29. 11, 12. 


Ir only remains that I add in this Place a few Words, 
in reſpe& to the Book herewith publiſhed, and that prin- 
cipally in excuſe of ſuch Blemiſhes and Imperte&ions as 
may appear in the Periormance. _ 

I rave, in this Preface ſhewn the Occaſion of the Work, 
which I hope will appear, to all candid and diſintereſted Read- 
ers, to have been juſt, and that the Book is honeſtly deſign'd 
as a Vindication of the fundamental Doctrines of the Goſpel 
_ of CHRIST, from the perverſe Interpretations of ſuch as. 
chooſe to confine their BELIET to ſuch Things only in Re- 
ligion as eaſily come, or can be clearly brought quite within 
the Comprehenſion of Human Reason. I thought the 
Idea which hath in all Ages of Chriſtianity generally ob- 
tained, concerning the Doctrines of Redemption, Atonement, 
Sc. by the Death of CHRTST, though not quite obvious 
to human Reaſon, might be fairly aſſerted and vindicated 
from the original and natural Meaning of thoſe Terms in 
the Hebrew of the Old Teſtament (wherewith I had en- 
deavoured to obtain as extenſive an Acqnaintance as I could) 
compared with their Tranſlation in the Greek (called) the 
Verſion of the Septuagint, and applied to the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity in the New Teſtament. 897k 

I hop the Work will appear, in the Main, pretty well 
executed, to anſwer the Deſign it was honeſtly intended for; 
but I am aware, upon Reviſal, that there are ſome Imper- 
fections, Improprieties of Expreſſion, Repetitions, Ec. which 
the Attentive will eaſily diſcover, and for which I think 5 my 

1 | es uty: 


% 


Duty to make as good an 'Apology® 


bear. I beg leave therefore to inform the Reader, that not 
having the Opportunity of a Printing-Office furniſhed with 


beg the Reader wi 
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Hebrew and Greek Types, and Workmen ſcient of their Ma- 


nagement, ſo that I might have it printed under my own 
Correction; and not chooſing to have it done at a Diſtance, 


for fear of a Want of proper Care in the Printing and 


Correction of the many Hebrew and Greek Quotations it 
contains, I Was forced, as well as I could, to print it at my 
own Preſs, and compoſe it with my own Hand; not being 
able in this Place to get a Journeyman capable of doing it. 
And having writ the Copy only in Short-hand, in the Com- 
poſition for the Preſs 1 Things occurred, which appeared 
proper to be added, altere 

diſpoſed or expreſſed. By which means it will eaſily be con- 
ceived a 


, enlarged, contracted or differently 


12 many Incorrectneſſes and Improprieties, as 
before ſai e rey and have proceeded; whereof I 
allow as favourable a Cenfure as poſſible. 
TE many Blemiſhes and Imperfections in the Printing 


muſt be imputed to the 3 I was under of printing 
the firſt and ſecond Sections wit 


my own Hand (a Practice 
I was very much a Stranger to) and to my Want of a 


better Furniture of Types, for Elegance, Propriety and Or- 
nament of the Work, 


Tus Hints, I hope, will by the candid Reader be accepted, 
and for thoſe of another Character, I muſt bear their Cenſure. 


of Gop may prevail againſt the Ignorance, Perverſeneſs, 
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